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HELENA MONTANA 59601

STATE CAPITOL
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NATURAL RESOURCES AND AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE

Place of Meeting:
Committee Chairman:

Date Meeting Held:
Hour Meeting Held:

Room 402

1/27/72
10:30 a.m.
& 1:30 p.m.

Louise Cross

MEETING OF THE NATURAL RESOURCES

MINUTES OF THE SEVENTH

AND AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE

SUBJECT OF MEETING: Water and Public Lands.
Roll Call:
Louise Cross, Chairman
E. S. "Erv" Gysler, Vice Chairman
John H. Anderson, Jr.
Geoffrey L. Brazier
Douglas Delaney
A. W. Kamhoot
Charles B. McNeil
Donald Rebal
Henry L. Siderius

Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present

INTERESTED PERSONS TESTIFYING:
Name
John C. Spindler

Lloyd Crippin
P. J. McDonald
D. Shea
R. Olson
D. Curran
J. Kuglin
Mike Halloran
Jack Rehberg
Fletcher Newby

Maurice Hickey
C. R. Anderson

Occupation or Title

Address

Butte, Montana
"

11

fl

II

ii
Helena,
"

ri
"
"
"

Chief Safety Engr., Anaconda
Company
Anaconda Company (Observer)
II

II

II

it
ii
n
Lee Newspapers Reporter
Great Falls Tribune Reporter
Counsel, Montana Legislative
Council
Montana Petroleum Prod. Assn.
Executive Director

Billings, "
Environmental
Quality Council
Montana Educational Director of Field Services
Association
Western Montana College
(Semi-retired)
Helena, Mon tana State Supt. of Public Instr.
Department of Lands Commissioner

- 2 -

1/27/72

DISCUSSION:
Mr. John C. Spindler, Chief Safety Engineer, Environmental

Ways Division of the Anaconda Company, testified that he was appearing
before this committee for all water users, not just industrial;

that the Anaconda Company has no quarrel with the right to clean
water; and that they are presently recycling about half of the
one hundred million gallons of water they use per day and their
aim is for total recycle.

He believes that Montana should have the

use of their own waters first and would like to see this committee

propose some laws that wou_d not be discriminatory nor favor any

certain water users.

The Anaconda Company is the biggest user of

water in western Montana.
Mr. Mike Meloy, Counsel for the Montana Legislative Council,

told the committee that Montana reeds a centralized control system
so that they will know when there is an abandonment of a water right.

There being no more testimony or questions by the committee
members, the Chairman thanked and excused the guests.

There being no further business, the Committee recessed until

the hour of 1:30 p.m. this day at which time they will meet with

the Education and Public Lands Committee in the Senate Chambers for
a Joiht Public Hearing on public lands.

Time of recess 11:50 a.m.

JOINT PUBLIC HEARING
Pursuant to recess, the committee resumed at 1:30 p.m. in a

joint public hearing with the Education and Public Lands Committee
in the Senate Chambers.

Mr. Champoux, Chairman of the Education and Public Lands Committee,
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DISCUSSION (continued);
opened the public hearing, welcoming those present and stating the

rules and procedures to be followed.

He read three citizen's proposals

received by his committee which applied to the subject of this hearing.

He introduced Mrs. Louise Cross, Chairman of the Natural Resources
and Agriculture Committee, who was co-chairman of this public hearing.

He then turned the hearing over to his Vice Chairman, Mr. Carl Davis,
who then presided over the hearing.

First to testify was Mr. Ted Schwinden, Commissioner of the

Land Board, who gave a detailed background on the state lands and

endeavored to set forth the state land trust granted to the state
of Montana

He stated that, of the original giant of 5.8 million

acres, the state still retained 5.1 of the original grant, which is
remarkable.

Also, all of the funds derived from sale of these public

lands go into the school fund.

for the committees' benefit.

He distributed some information
(See Attachment #1)

After questions by the combined committee members, Mr. Schwinden
was thanked and excused by Mr. Davis.

Mr. Davis then introduced Mr. Fred Johnston, a lawyer-rancher
from Great Falls, who testified before the committee on the views
of a lessee of state lands.

After answering many questions of

committee members, he was thanked and excused by Mr. Davis.
At this time, the hearing was recessed for fifteen minutes until
3:45 p.m.

Pusuant to the recess, Mr. Davis introduced Miss Dolores Colberg,
Superintendent of Public Instruction, who delivered a written state

ment (See Attachment #2) and answered questions of committee members.
She was then thanked and excused by Mr. Davis.

A copv of a statement from Gary J. Wick, Director of the Department
of Natural Resources and Conservation is attached although it was not

formailv presented.

(See Attachment #2A)
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DISCUSSION (Continued):

Mr. Maurice Hickey, Director of Field Services for the

Montana Educational Association was then introduced by Mr. Davis.
Mr. Hickey read a prepared statement to the committees and guests

(Attachment #3)making a general statement on the use of state
lands for public schools.

He was then thanked by Mr. Davis and

excused.
The Chairman then introduced Fletcher Newby, Executive Director

of the Environmental Quality Council, who read a prepared statement
on environmental quality.

members.

He was asked several questions by committee

The Chairman then thanked and excused Mr. Newby.

Mr. Davis next incroduced Mr. C./Andersoii, former Superintendent
of Schools in Helena, and now retired but part-time at Western

Montana College at Dillon, Montana.

Mr. Anderson told the committee

he had put great study into the subject of state lands and would
answer any questions he could.

After many questions by committee mem

bers, Mr. Anderson was thanked and excused by the Chairman.
Mr. Davis then asked if there were any further interested

persons who wished to testify.

There being no further testifiers,

he thanked the committees, and the hearing was adjourned.
Time of adjournment:

4:50 p.m.

-

Chairman

Secretary

